
Interesting that Pharaoh asked 
to be blessed – was he afraid??

This is Exodus 12.32
If I can quote  Victor Hamilton in his commentary … “Maybe what Pharaoh wants from Moses’ blessing is a cessation of this 
plague, but vv. 29-30 suggest the plague has already done its work and run its course. Does he, in making such a request, hope 
for some ‘payback’, some sort of quid pro quo, for releasing the Hebrew people? Is this the prayer of a man at his wits’ 
end? …. Predictably, Pharaoh desires a blessing but repenting for his disgraceful, arrogant behaviour never crosses his mind.”

Did everyone think that Isaiah 
was bonkers when he lived?

To quote Stephen Beale: 
“The prophets are among the oddest and most eccentric characters of the Old Testament.
That might actually be an understatement. Put bluntly, the behaviour of Old Testament prophets was so bizarre that by today’s 
secular standards of sanity they would end up institutionalized, or, at the very least, in some form of intensive therapy.
Consider Isaiah, who stripped off all his clothes and wandered around naked (Isaiah 20). Or Jeremiah, who not only hid his 
underwear in a rock but then went back to retrieve it after a “long time” (Jeremiah 13). Jeremiah apparently didn’t mind 
parting with under garments, but he couldn’t be separated from the cattle yoke he had fastened to his shoulders until another
prophet broke it off (Jeremiah 27 and 28). Yet another eyebrow-raiser was Hosea, who married a prostitute and named their 
daughter Lo-ruhama, which means ‘unloved’ (Hosea 1).”

Hopefully, reading the Bible will generate plenty of questions!  I (Steve) will do my best to give 1 paragraph ideas and musings to the questions raised – but these will not be the ‘only’ 
answer in many cases (I am not omniscient, nor even anywhere near as knowledgeable as many others I know). I will also know some things better than others – for example, I am better 
acquainted with Marks gospel than the others and John’s writings more than Paul’s. Ask me about Jeremiah and Job and I’m virtually clueless, I’ll have to seek others thoughts! Some may 
disagree with my thoughts given as answers – that is absolutely fine, disagreeing respectfully is important (demonstrating this at college, one fellow tutor and I let students observe us 
debating the various ‘John’ writings in scripture – gospel, 3 letters and Revelation, the extent to which they may be the same or different authors – we disagree, but are not arrogant 
enough to proclaim that one of us is definitely right to the exclusion of the other). There are some things which it is definitely important to be sure and ‘right’ about – such as who Jesus is, 
and others where it is not really important (such as which John wrote Revelation). There are some things which it is important to be certain about. There are some other things where we 
do not have certainty.
So, following are my imperfect, human musings to the questions Bible School students have raised. If others have better, wiser, or even just alternative thoughts (but biblically based and 
thought through) - let me know, we may incorporate them. 
I’ll get as far as I can with the questions in the time I have available – so do bear with me if one or two remain unanswered for a while.



God hardened Pharaoh's heart 
– did Pharaoh have a choice? 
Did God actively influence his 

decisions? (does this have 
implications for current world 

leader’s decisions?)

Ooooh – trickiest question of Bible school so far! Let me try to quote a few others on this thorny subject:

American Jewish Rabbi Naftali Silberberg “It is very popular to blame a plethora of external factors for one’s shortcomings. But 
the Torah teaches us that even the most awesome and devastating circumstances don’t affect a person’s G-d-given freedom of 
choice.”
David Hunt, in ‘The Berean call’  “According to Adam Clarke's commentary, the Hebrew word translated harden "literally 
signifies to strengthen, confirm, make bold or courageous." An illustration commonly heard is that of a sponge squeezed (made
hard) in the hand. Anything that comes forth from the squeezed sponge was already there. When God "hardened" Pharaoh's 
heart, He simply forced out what was already there, strengthening Pharaoh's own convictions.”
(and there are many others!)

Why is there so much 
persecution for the Christian 

despite their faith??

John 16.33, “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation (or ‘trouble’ 
NIV). But take heart; I have overcome the world.”
William Barclay, “Jesus promised his disciples three things—that they would be completely fearless, absurdly happy, and in 
constant trouble.” 
We live in a world at war. We are active participants and combatants. There is an active, powerful and ultimately doomed 
enemy against whom we fight, but it is not our fight; it is God’s fight and he invites us to participate. The fight is temporary and 
(spoiler alert), I’ve read the end of the book – God wins. As I said in one of the Monday sessions, when I think of the Coptic 
Christians publicly beheaded by Islamic state, I read Revelation 20.4 .... We worship the God who will put heads back on, who
will right wrongs, who will honour the martyrs and the persecuted ... And one day we will shake their hands and say ‘it’s an 
honour to meet you’.

We know that God hates idol 
worship, so what is a Godly 

attitude to allowing mosques 
and temples to be built given 

that we allow freedom of 
religion?

In the state of ancient Israel in the promised land, God commanded the Jews to eradicate all the worship / temples / shrines to 
other gods and to destroy the people who worshipped them. The Jews failed to do so. In Solomon’s time, he made many 
political alliances by marriage and permitted his many wives to bring their gods with them. So, this was ultimately the undoing 
of Israel – toleration of gods who are non-gods.
However, we live in England, not ancient Israel. We have to follow the laws of the land, which includes the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. This includes articles on freedom of religion. Interestingly, with current news items – Pakistan HAS 
signed and ratified the Declaration, yet the current political turmoil surrounding the case of Asia Bibi illustrates that it appears 
not to be well implemented. Saudi Arabia has never signed the Declaration and many muslim scholars, religious leaders and 
politicians see it as Western bias and non-Islamic.
The brother of one of my best friends is the Archbishop of Canterbury’s special advisor on multi-faith dialogue and issues – I’m
sure I could arrange a chat over a pint in a pub near Lambeth Palace if anyone would like to (seriously, that’s possible).



What happened to Enoch?

Why would Jesus come from a 
Moabite woman (Ruth) whose 

origin is incest?

See Genesis 4 & 5

In the pre-session reading notes I comment:  “Matthew’s genealogy mentions 4 women – Tamar (Gen 38 – a deceiver with 
dubious sexual morals), Rahab (a prostitute), Ruth (a Moabitess – as you mention – Moabites were a byword for sexual laxity, 
deviance and for immorality), Bathsheba (who chose to have a bath on her rooftop in the middle of the day when the king 
could see her) – why do you think Matthew mentioned these 4 women and what does their inclusion tell us about our God?”

Jesus’ disciples included a collaborator (Matthew), a terrorist (Simon the Zealot), a headstrong over-reacting fisherman (Simon 
aka Peter) and he associated so much with the ‘wrong’ people that he was criticised for it.

I love the fact that God takes the ‘unclean’ and makes it clean – it even gives me certainty that he’ll do the same for me. As a
friend of mine says ‘Germs can’t live in bleach’ – unholiness is obliterated by God’s fabulous holiness. 


