
Psalm 1
V1-2   As a Christian am I an 

‘inbetweener’?

Short answer ... No.

The amazing fact of the Christian faith is that God forgives our sins – our wrongdoings, our falling short and where we fail to do 
right. The more we go on in our Christian faith, the worse (more sinful, more imperfect) and we seem to recognise ourselves to 
be; yet God takes all of those failures and imperfections and because of the death of Jesus declares them invalid, gone, history, 
forgiven, forgotten. He loves us now, as we are and he removes our failings ‘as far as the east is from the west’. So, in Psalm 1 ... 
as a follower of Jesus – you are ‘the righteous’ ... even though many times we often feel as if we are the other one! 
God declares us righteous ... It’s usually best not to disagree with him!

Psalm 1
Does being rooted/planted 

make you stagnant?

The tree in Psalm 1 is rooted , planted and tended (amplified version) by streams of life-giving water. It doesn’t grow stagnant. 
Instead it brings its fruit in season. It does what a healthy tree is there to do.
Compare this with John 7 vs 37-39.
One observation, people who hang around Jesus, don’t tend to grow stagnant – constantly on the move – yes, constantly in 
trouble – often ... constantly experiencing love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self control  
...... But people who hang around Jesus are very seldom stagnant!

Hopefully, reading the Bible will generate plenty of questions!  I (Steve) will do my best to give 1 paragraph ideas and musings to the questions raised – but these will not be the ‘only’ 
answer in many cases (I am not omniscient, nor even anywhere near as knowledgeable as many others I know). I will also know some things better than others – for example, I am better 
acquainted with Marks gospel than the others and John’s writings more than Paul’s. Ask me about Jeremiah and Job and I’m virtually clueless, I’ll have to seek others thoughts! Some may 
disagree with my thoughts given as answers – that is absolutely fine, disagreeing respectfully is important (demonstrating this at college, one fellow tutor and I let students observe us 
debating the various ‘John’ writings in scripture – gospel, 3 letters and Revelation, the extent to which they may be the same or different authors – we disagree, but are not arrogant 
enough to proclaim that one of us is definitely right to the exclusion of the other). There are some things which it is definitely important to be sure and ‘right’ about – such as who Jesus is, 
and others where it is not really important (such as which John wrote Revelation). There are some things which it is important to be certain about. There are some other things where we 
do not have certainty.
So, following are my imperfect, human musings to the questions Bible School students have raised. If others have better, wiser, or even just alternative thoughts (but biblically based and 
thought through) - let me know, we may incorporate them. 
I’ll get as far as I can with the questions in the time I have available – so do bear with me if one or two remain unanswered for a while.



Psalm 1
What does it mean ‘the wicked 

will not stand in the 
judgement’?

The amplified version (the one we did the meditation from) says ‘the wicked, the disobedient, those living without God will not 
stand justified in the judgement’.
One day, God will wrap up this world – it will end, it is temporary (whenever anyone rhetorically asks ‘What is the world coming
to?’, I always answer ‘An end’). Revelation 21 tells us that there will be a ‘new heaven and a new earth’. Both Old and New 
testaments talk of a judgement of people by God. The promise of Jesus is that he has dealt with all of our shortfallings and that 
his followers are declared in right standing with God (righteous). Those who are not his followers, are not covered by his 
promise are not in right standing with God – they will not be declared ‘righteous’.

Psalm 1
How are we to reach out to the 
‘counsel of the wicked’ if we do 

not sit with them?

The ‘counsel’ is the advice or lifestyle of the wicked (as opposed to council – a group of people).
Remember that Jesus got in trouble for mixing with the wrong people – but he was not affected or influenced BY them – he 
influenced and affected them!
For many years I have said that God calls us to be prunes ..... Do what prunes do ...... Go into dark places and do good.

In Psalm 1, again, the Amplified version which we read in the meditation says ‘Blessed ... Is the man who does not walk and live
in the counsel or advice of the ungodly, following their plans and purposes’.

Psalm 1
How are we going to save 

people if we cannot walk or 
stand with them (mockers)?

As above – Jesus spent time with the most disreputable of Palestinian and Jewish society, yet he transformed them and was not 
influenced or ‘contaminated’ by them – he ‘contaminated’ them with holiness rather than being contaminated by their 
unholiness.
Germs don’t contaminate bleach ..... Bleach obliterates germs – be bleach in the most germ infested areas – be Jesus in the 
world!
It doesn’t matter how much ‘darkness’ we have, it cannot ‘put out’ the dimmest of lightbulbs – be ‘the image and likeness of 
God’ in the darkest places.



Psalm 1
How should we interpret v1  i.e. 

not going with the ungodly?

Psalm 1
V3 ‘whatever he does prospers’

Is this always true?

Psalm 139
V15 ‘when I was woven 

together in the depths of the 
earth’. What does this mean?

As above (last 2 questions) – it’s not about ‘going with’ it’s about being influenced by, walking in agreement with, following the 
advice of, being as one of.
‘stands in the way/route/road of sinners’ – inactive, passive, accepting that way/path.
‘sits in the seat of mockers’ – sits, relaxes, is comfortable, accepts the lifestyle and ethos, rests and remains in that place.

The ancient Jews had a particular worldview (I actually had a diagram of it drawn on a board in case it came into conversation in 
the Bible School discussions last week! – but it didn’t). Under the surface of the earth there were the ‘waters under the earth’, 
and also Sheol, the place of the dead where we wait pending resurrection. This is also where, in ancient Jewish thought, the 
unborn souls are - so in the way they thought, your unborn soul was ‘knitted together’ in that subterranean location.
They also had the world with a large dome, with water outside and the stars inside. I’ll draw it at one Bible school session of 
after church one day if you want to catch me.
Obviously, today, we have a different worldview – but still, the point is, before we were born, God already knew us. In that act
of creation in our mother’s womb, he grew us as part of his ongoing creativity – cells multiplied and specialised into 
bone/brain/muscle/skin/etc cells  

Good question.
In RVC Bible school we have 2 Pakistani Christians – they will tell you of churches being destroyed, of Christians being burnt 
alive and of other arrested and imprisoned for over 20 years for ‘blasphemy’. More Christians were martyred last century than
in all the previous 19 centuries combined. Remember the Coptic Christians murdered by Islamic State – was public beheading 
‘prospering’ for them?
In John 16.33 Jesus tells his disciples that in this world we, his followers will have trouble – but to take heart as he has 
overcome this world. Tom Wright is visiting RVC in October – his book ‘Evil and the justice of God’ is excellent on this topic.
Top tip – always recognise evil for what it is, don’t fall for any politically correct watered down definitions or explanations.
As for those martyrs murdered by Islamic State – look at Revelation 20 v4 ... We worship the God who puts heads back on!



Do we appreciate volcanic 
eruption when it causes death?
What about natural calamities?

Is all artistic expression 
originating in God’s creativity?  

E.g. Tracey Emin’s bed

Psalm 97.8
Why was the faith in Zion so 

strong?

Yet to answer

Yet to answer

Chapter 2 of Gregory Boyd’s book ‘God and the problem of evil’ is on this topic and is good, but I recommend this book with a 
huge health warning .... it is often graphic and may give nightmares – for example, a recurring example in the book is of a young 
Jewish girl tortured to death by Nazi soldiers in Warsaw during WWII merely for their own entertainment.

I’ll see if I can think of how to get an answer down to a paragraph in the near future!

There is a difference between art and taste.
18 years ago I visited Tate Modern on the Southbank and thought it ridiculous – some people apparently like it! I have not seen 
the need to return.
John Cage’s famous piece of ‘music’ 4.33 is apparently musical art ... Not to my ears.

As we are made in the image and likeness of God, we have that spark of creativity .... Tracey Emin’s outworking of it would be 
very different to mine!



Psalm 104 – says God is active 
in creation today – feeding and 
watering. Is it not his day of rest 

now?

Psalm 97 ‘Clouds and thick 
darkness surround him’ – is this 
because everything else seems 

dark in comparison? 

Psalm 104.35
Why would David want sinners 

to vanish and perish?

Yet to answer

We have examples of God living in darkness – e.g. Genesis 1.1, Exodus 19, (implied) Exodus 40.34-38, 1 Kings 8.12, Psalm 
18.11., The holy of holies was dark.

So, it’s not a comparison. God lives in the darkness as well as living in the light. As we mentioned in the Bible School session, 
this has consequences for dealing with depression ..... And when the temple curtain was torn in two, the point where the 
temple became theologically redundant ... The darkness symbolising the presence of God was OUT in the world, never again toi
be confined in a mere ‘holy of holies’.  

There is an inbuilt desire in all of us for justice to be seen and experienced. Here David is imploring God to make that justice a 
reality on earth - that the righteous will be rewarded and be safe and that the unrighteous will be thwarted and punished. This 
is a common theme in several of David’s psalms.
He experienced many episodes where he was thwarted and pursued by the unrighteous .... but also on multiple occasions, he 
WAS the unrighteous.
In short – this is one of his cries for justice, for the justice of God to be known on earth – just like in the Lord’s prayer – ‘your 
kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven’.


