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Daniel (4 of 4) 
 

“We must obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) 

 

Choose God’s plans! 

 

Introduction: This month we are doing a topic, all about a man in the Bible whose name was 

Daniel.  Daniel and his friends were full of courageous and bravery.  They were wise and 

strong and obedient, and they did things God way!  They were men who prayed and fasted 

and because God could trust them he gave them many gifts.  One of the gifts he gave 

Daniel was the ability to hear people’s dreams and know what they meant.  Last week we 

heard all about King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.  Daniel was able to tell him what the dream 

meant and it happened just as Daniel said.  Finally the king changed his ways and put God 

first. 

 

However, his son Belshazzar was a different matter.  Sometime after Nebuchadnezzar 

died, Belshazzar became king, but he did not humble himself or honour God.  In fact, he 

did his best to fight against the Lord.  Then a message from God came to him in a strange 

way… but more about that later! 

Messy Game:  The Writing on the wall!  Print out some pictures of walls.  Get two teams 

with three children.  Give each team a bowl of ‘Alphabet Spaghetti,’ and challenge them to 

see what team can be the first to write a message on their wall, saying ‘We must obey God 

rather than men.’ 

Snack and DVD clip:  Give the children their snack.  Then show them a DVD clip from a 

the film, ‘Charlotte’s Web,’ where Charlotte spins messages for people to read in her web.  

Talk about how there is a very unusual message in today’s story as well. 

 

Teaching: Daniel 5 (based on the Message version) 

 

The Writing on the wall. 

 

One night, King Belshazzar held a great feast for one thousand of the most important 

people in the kingdom.  Everyone there drank too much wine and praised their own gods 

made of gold and silver, bronze and iron, wood and stone. 
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At that very moment, a human hand appeared and began writing on the wall of the palace.  

Can you imagine what that must have been like?  A hand appearing that wasn’t joined on to 

a body?  Scary stuff!  When the king saw the hand writing away, he went white as a ghost, 

scared out of his wits.  His legs went limp and his knees knocked. He yelled for the 

magicians and wise men to come.  When they came, he told them, “Anyone who can read 

this writing on the wall and tell me what it means will be famous and rich.  I’ll give them a 

purple robe and a gold chain, and they will be third in command of this kingdom! 

 

One by one, they all tried, but could make no sense of it.  They couldn’t read what was 

written or tell the king what it meant.  Now the king was really frightened.  His face was 

so pale and everyone there was in a panic.  The Queen heard all the panic and came up to 

the hall.  She said to the king, “Don’t be upset.  There is a man in your kingdom who is full 

of the Holy Spirit.  During your Father’s time, he was well known for being clever and wise.  

He was so great that your Father, Nebuchadnezzar, made him head of all his wise men.  

There was no-one quiet like him.  He could interpret dreams, solve mysteries, explain 

puzzles.  His name is Daniel.  Call him in and he’ll tell you what’s going on! 

 

So Daniel was called in!  The king said to him, “I've heard about you—that you're full of 

the Holy Spirit, that you've got a brilliant mind, that you are incredibly wise.  No-one else 

could figure out what even one of these words means.   If you tell me what it means, I’ll 

make you rich and famous.” 

Daniel answered the king, "You can keep your gifts, or give them to someone else. But I will 

read the writing for you and tell you what it means. God gave your father Nebuchadnezzar 

a great kingdom and made him famous, but he developed a big head and a hard spirit. Then 

God knocked him off his high horse and made him live like an animal until he learned his 

lesson: that the High God rules and decides who is in charge!  You are his son and have 

known all this, yet you still think your better than everyone else, even God!  So God has 

sent you this message.  God sent the hand that wrote on the wall, and this is what is 

written: mene, teqel, and peres.  (Write on a board)   This is what the words mean:  

Mene: God has counted the days you will be king, and they are over. 

Teqel:  You have been tested by God and you haven’t passed the test.  

Peres: Your kingdom has been divided up and given to other people. 
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Belshazzar did what he had promised. He robed Daniel in purple, draped the great gold 

chain around his neck, and promoted him to third-in-charge in the kingdom.  That same 

night Belshazzar was murdered, and a new King called Darius took the throne. 

What’s this got to do with me? 

Do you know any people who really love Jesus?  Maybe your Mum or Dad, or someone 

else you know?  King Belshazzar knew that his Dad worshipped God and decided to put Him 

first.  He knew from his Father’s life that God was in charge of everyone and everything.  

But Belshazzar didn’t pay attention.  He did things his own way and walked far from God.  

Chances are that if your mum and dad love Jesus they are trying to make sure you grow up 

to love Jesus too.  You can choose to follow in their footsteps and put God first.  Don’t be 

like Belshazzar... listen to people who love Jesus, and keep Him as the most important 

person in your life. 

What is God saying to you today?  If God’s hand came and wrote a message on your wall, 

what would it say?  What do you think God would say to you?  God wants you to love him 

and serve him, and put him first... I think he would tell all of us that! Did you know that 

God wants to speak to you today?  Let’s take some time now to listen to God and ask what 

he wants to say to us right now! 

Worship and prayer ministry.   

 

Over some of the big tables with paper, that you have drawn a brick pattern on. Have a 

selection of crayons.  Ask the children what they think God would write on the wall for us?  

What things does he really need us to know?   

 

Ask the children to hold out the hand they write with and look at it.  Explain that in the 

story, a hand just appeared and wrote a message, but today the hand that gets to write 

God’s message is their hand!  Pray for the children that God would release them to hear 

and write his words.  Invite the children to come and draw pictures / write messages on 

the wall that they think God has for our church right now.  Have ministry time in response 

to this. 
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