
Lesson 5 :  why god talks 41

Summary: The purpose of this lesson is to introduce the gift of prophecy to the children, 

as well as teach them the reasons why we have been given this gift. Those reasons are 

the ABCD’s of prophecy—Always Build-Up, Cheer-Up, and Draw-Near. The definition we 

are giving prophecy for the children is this: Prophecy is when God talks to you for other 

people, and you tell them what He says. This lesson’s focus will be specifically on the 

ABCD’s and how to recognize when it is God talking. We will use an object lesson for the 

introduction part of the lesson, and then the remainder of the lesson is a three-part skit. 

The characters that are introduced to the children in the skit will also reappear in Lesson 

Six. The activation following this lesson is a time for the children to practice recognizing 

the kinds of words God uses when He talks to us. 

Topics:

• Prophecy is a free gift

• Why God talks

What You Need:

• A gift box with an envelope inside (see appendix)

• A book or journal titled God’s Dictionary (see appendix)

• Verses to display: 1 Corinthians 14:1, 1 Corinthians 14:3

• Text to Display: Always, Build-Up, Cheer-Up, Draw Near

• Actor in construction worker costume with “ABC” written on his shirt

• 5 bricks: 3 whole, 2 broken in half (see appendix)

• Actor wearing a cheerleading uniform

• Cheerleading music (optional)

• Pom-poms

Pursue love,  
and desire spiritual gifts, but especially 

that you may prophesy.
1 Corinthians 14:1  NKJV

WHY GOD TALKS

Lesson Five
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• Actor in a farmer costume

• Lasso

• Envelopes: 1 per child

• Why God Talks worksheets*: 1 per child (appendix)

• Markers: 1 per child

TEACHING

INTRODUCTION: GIFT AND GOD’S DICTIONARY

Items Needed:

• A gift box with an envelope inside (see appendix)

• A book or journal titled God’s Dictionary (see appendix)

• Verses to display: 1 Corinthians 14:1, 1 Corinthians 14:3

• Text to Display: Always, Build-Up, Cheer-Up, Draw Near

TEACHER: Today we are going to learn about a gift that God wants to give us. (Hold up 

the gift box.) Do any of you desire this gift I have here? I would like to give it to one of you, 

but only if you really desire it. (Bring up one child to receive your gift.) 

Okay, open it up, and let’s see what’s in there. Did you know that God has the gift of 

prophecy that He wants to give away, and He wants to give it to children who desire it?

(Open the envelope and show them the front of the paper with 1 Corinthians 14:1 on it.)

Look at this verse in the Bible: 1 Corinthians 14:1 says (show on screen), “Pursue love, and 

desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.” Have you ever heard of the 

gift of prophecy? I know it’s kind of a big word, and you may not know what it means, but 

I just happen to have God’s dictionary right here. Let’s look it up, and see what it means. 

(Open God’s Dictionary)

Here it is: Prophecy is when God speaks to us for other people, and we tell them what He 

says. Hey, isn’t that a cool gift? That God would talk to us for other people? 

Let’s look at another verse from the Bible and see why He wants to talk to us for other 
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people, and what happens when we tell them what He’s saying. (Flip the paper over to 

show the next verse.) 1 Corinthians 14:3 says (show on screen), “He who prophesies speaks 

edification and exhortation and comfort to men.” 

Oh wow! Those are really big words so we are going to look them up in God’s Dictionary 

again. Okay, I found the first word: Edification. It means: to build-up. Say that with me: to 

build-up!  

All right, let’s find Exhortation and see what it means. Here it is: to cheer-up. Say that one 

with me: to cheer-up! And now for the last word: Comfort. Found it! It means: to draw-

near.  Okay, say that with me: to draw-near! 

Hey, if this is how God always talks to us for other people, then those are like the ABCD’s. 

Let’s say the ABCD’s together… (Show on screen.)

Prophecy will:

• Always    

• Build-Up     

• Cheer-Up     

• Draw-Near

Now I have some friends that are going to join us soon to teach more about the ABCD’s. 

Are you ready? (Teacher leaves while construction worker comes up on stage.)

SKIT 1: TO BUILD UP

Items Needed:

• Actor in construction worker costume with “ABC” written on his shirt

• 5 bricks: 3 whole, 2 broken in half (see appendix)

Note to Teachers: This skit is designed for the kids and teachers to have a ton of fun 

with prophecy. Make sure your actors fully immerse themselves in their characters with 

costumes and voices. Your kids will love it! 

The construction worker enters. He only focuses on Always Building-Up, and the C on 
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his shirt stands for Construction (not cheer-up). His company is the Always Build-Up 

Construction Company. He needs a fun “voice” that is specific to his character.

Good morning! I’d like to welcome all of you to the apprenticeship for the ABC Company. 

As we get started, I want you to know that you’ve been signed up to be an apprentice at 

the best construction company there is. There are several reasons why we are the best, 

and the first one is found in our name. ABC! Always Build-Up Construction. Say it with me, 

“Always Build-Up Construction!” 

Another reason you are now part of the best construction company is because no one 

does construction like we do. At ABC, we use only the finest building materials. Now most 

companies only build houses and buildings, but we build more than that. We build lives! 

We also make sure that everything we do here comes straight from the Man in the big 

office. Round here we call Him, “Papa God.” If He says to build it, we build it. If He don’t 

say to, we don’t build it. 

You know what? When it comes to building lives, He don’t tell us what’s wrong with ‘em, 

He tells us what’s right with ‘em! That means we don’t ever tear down, and if someone’s 

life has been damaged or torn down in some way, we build it back up. That’s what we do, 

and that’s another reason we’re the best company there is! 

There’s one more thing you need to know before we get you out there to work, and that’s 

our motto. Repeat this after me, “If it don’t build-up, I don’t say it! Cause if it don’t build-

up, He didn’t say it!”

We’re gonna say it again, cause before I let you out there, this motto has gotta be deep 

inside your heart. Repeat after me again, “If it don’t build-up, I don’t say it! Cause if it don’t 

build-up, He didn’t say it!”

Okay, apprentices, you seem like you got it, and now it’s time for a test. Here’s some 

materials I brought with me today. Let’s see if you’d use them or not. (Construction worker 

brings out five bricks. Don’t let the kids see that two of them are broken. Make it look like 

all five bricks are whole.)

(Hold up brick 1) Here’s the first one and it says, “God gave you a great mind.”

What do you apprentices think? Does that build-up? (Allow the children to answer) 
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Yep, it sure does! Let’s use it!

(Hold up brick 2) How bout this one? It says, “You could be a whole lot smarter.”

Now do you think Papa would say that? (Allow the children to answer.)

Nope! So, what do we do? That’s right! We don’t use it. (Pull the brick apart so they can 

see that it’s broken.) Ah ha! That wasn’t a good material for us to use. Look, it’s broken! 

Good job, apprentices!

(Hold up brick 3) Ok, how ‘bout this brick? It says, “You make God smile. He is pleased with 

you.”  Is that gonna build-up? Is that something Papa would say? (Allow the children to 

answer.) Good answer! All right, let’s put it in the good pile. 

(Hold up brick 4) All right, now the next one says, “You’ve done wrong, and God’s not 

happy with you now.” How ‘bout that one apprentices? Did it come from Papa? (Allow the 

children to answer.) 

(Pull the broken brick apart again) Good! Let’s get that one out of here. Man you all are the 

best apprentices I’ve ever had! 

(Hold up brick 5) Last one and then the test is over. This one says, “I feel God with you. 

Wherever you go He is right there.”

What do you think? Is this a material we should use here at ABC Construction? (Allow the 

children to answer.)

Congratulations apprentices, you passed my test! Now you can get to work. I know this is 

one of the best jobs you’ll ever do. It’s a great privilege and honor to do what we do: to 

construct people’s lives with Papa’s words. All right, when you’re out there, remember that 

our job is to Build-Up. 

We should say our motto one more time. Let’s all say it together, “If it don’t build-up, I 

don’t say it! Cause if it don’t build-up, He didn’t say it!” Good job! Now get on out there 

and start building those lives! I’ll see ya later!

(Construction worker exits stage and the cheerleader comes skipping in.)
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SKIT 2: TO CHEER UP

Items Needed:

• Actor wearing a cheerleading uniform

• Cheerleading music (optional)

• Pom-poms

(As the cheerleader skips in, you may play the cheerleading music if you chose. The 

cheerleader will focus on Always Cheer-Up.)

Give me an A! A, you got your A, you got your A. Always!

Give me a B! B, you got your B, you got your B. Build-Up!

Give me a C! C, you got your C, you got your C.  Cheer-Up!

Well, good morning kids! I’m so glad you could join me for our part of the big game. My 

goodness! This game is so important, and I know our team is going to win. Now, since the 

game is already under way, I won’t keep you too long. 

We are here for one very important reason: to Always Cheer-Up. See, our team has a lot 

of players on it and for our team to be the best it can be, and play the best they can, we 

need to make sure every player stays cheered up during the whole game. We can’t leave 

anybody out. Now, to do this, there’s only a couple things you really need to know. 

First, the only one who always knows exactly what we should say to each person is Coach. 

You might know Him as God. During the whole game He’ll be the one we are always 

watching and listening to. You know Coach, after all, He’s their biggest cheerleader, and 

He’ll only tell us things that will cheer them up. 

Second, you always want to make sure the team can hear you loud and clear, but the way 

we do this may be different than you think. A lot of times people stand far away and yell 

really loud, but if we do that, our team might think we are mad at them and that won’t 

cheer them up one bit. So the way we make sure they hear us loud and clear is to come up 

along side them, look them in the eyes and say what Coach tells us. 

(Have the cheerleader pick one girl and one boy out and bring them up front to demonstrate 

this next part for the kids.) Now Coach is right inside our hearts so we can listen to Him 

anytime. 
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(Looking at the girl) You know what He just told me for you? He said He made you so 

beautiful young lady, and He made you like a snowflake. There is no one else like you. 

(Looking at the boy) And you, young man, He made you so sincere. You are a man who 

loves to tell the truth and that also means you are very brave. Thank you, now you two can 

go sit back down. (Children return to seats)

What do you think of that? Do you think those words from Coach cheered them up? Do 

you think they know that Coach is on their side? Yep, you got it! I think you’re ready. Wow, 

with people like you here, our team is unstoppable! Now get on out there and cheer some 

people up, and I’ll see you soon!  

(Cheerleader skips off stage, and the farmer begins walking on stage.)

SKIT 3: TO DRAW NEAR

Items Needed:

• Actor in a farmer costume

• Lasso

(The character is a sheep farmer who will focus on Always Draw-Near. The actor will 

definitely need a specific voice and accent for this character.)

Well howdy, y’all! How are y’all doing? You sure do look like a cheery young group of sheep 

herders. I’m so glad y’all came to help us here on the farm. Now, what we do round here 

ain’t too hard as long as you know what you’re doing, and that’s what I’m about to tell ya.

Round’ here we got a lot a sheep, but we also got a lot that ain’t around here yet. Sheep 

are funny animals you know? Sometimes them sheep like to wander off. Almost like they 

don’t really know any better. They just get to lookin’ at stuff and then off they go. Some of 

em’ sheep, well, they never even knew this farm was here in the first place. 

Now our Farmer up at the house, He don’t want any of em’ sheep to be far away from Him. 

He wants all of em’ near Him. He loves them sheep so much, and that’s why we’re here. It’s 

our job to draw them near to Him and the farm.

(Hold up a lasso for the kids to see) All of you are gonna be handed a lasso similar to this 
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one I have here. With this lasso, you’re gonna toss it around the sheep’s neck and draw 

em’ in so they are near to our Farmer. Now, I told you this was easy as long as you know 

what you’re doing. What I’m about to tell you is the most important part. If you know what 

I’m about to tell you, this won’t be too hard. But if you don’t know this part, I tell ya what,  

them sheep ain’t gonna want to come with you, and they are gonna fight and run like you 

wouldn’t believe! 

Okay, here it is. (Use your voice in such a way to pull the children in here.)

Them sheep need to feel the love of the Farmer. Gentleness is a secret you need to use if 

you are gonna draw them near to him. If you are gentle and those sheep feel the Farmer’s 

love, that lasso you got will be something that they love, and they’ll come with you. But 

like I said before, if them sheep don’t feel the Farmer’s love, you may as well not even toss 

your lasso. 

All right, now for my main point of this class. Some of y’all may not know this yet, but I 

ain’t really talking ‘bout sheep, nor fields, nor a Farmer. I’m not even talking about a lasso. 

I’m really talking about people, the world, and God. And this here lasso, well, it’s really 

prophecy.

A lot of people done gone and wandered off away from God. They got to looking at other 

stuff and just walked away. Some of them have never heard of God before. God loves those 

people a whole lot, like a farmer loves his sheep. God wants all those people to be near to 

Him, to be close, to know Him and His love for them. That’s why we’re here learning about 

prophecy so we can hear what He’s saying to us for those people. Then we can tell them 

what He said and draw them near to Him. 

Like I said with the sheep, gentleness is real important with people. The people who’ve 

wandered away from God, they don’t really know how much He loves them, or they 

probably wouldn’t of walked away. What you need to know is that when He tells you 

something for them (hold up lasso), you want to make sure they feel His love. Otherwise, 

the words you say won’t draw them near. They’ll try to keep going further away. But if they 

do feel love, those words are going to draw them near to God.

That’s what we do here on this farm with prophecy. We Always Draw-Near. Now that you 

know how to Draw-Near, y’all are about to receive your lassos.
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(The teacher who began the lesson will come back out at this point, with the gift box 

from the beginning. He or she will put everything together, and take the children into a 

time of activation.)

CONCLUSION

Items Needed:

• A gift box with an envelope inside (see appendix)

TEACHER:  Okay, let’s see if you can remember the ABCD’s of prophecy:

The A is for? (Let children yell… Always!) Good job.

And the B is for? (Let children yell… Build Up!) You got it.

What’s the C for? (Let children yell…  Cheer-Up!) Yes.

Okay, and the D? (Let children yell… Draw-Near!) Good job! You guys were paying attention. 

Do you remember from the beginning of this lesson that prophecy is a gift? (Hold up 

the box.) Because prophecy is a gift, it is not a reward. That means you don’t have to do 

anything special to get it. All you do is ask God for it. So, let’s ask Him! How many of you 

would like to have this gift? The gift that Always Builds people up, Cheers people up, and 

Draws them near?

Pray this prayer with me, “Holy Spirit, I want to have the gift of prophecy. I want to hear 

what you are saying for other people. I want to tell them what you are saying so I can 

Always Build them up, Cheer them up, and Draw them near to you. Please, give me the gift 

of prophecy right now. Thank you, Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ name, amen.

All we need to do now is start to practice listening to God. The way we are going to do that 

today is with a paper I am going to give to each of you as well as a marker. 



ACTIVATION: GIFT OF PROPHECY

Items Needed:

• Envelopes: 1 per child

• Why God Talks worksheets*: 1 per child (appendix)

• Markers: 1 per child

Note to Teachers: If you can, break into smaller groups and have the teachers in those 

groups pass out the Activation Worksheet, envelopes, and markers to the children as well 

as give them directions for the activation.

You will need to have a marker and an envelope for each child. On the outside of each 

envelope have the word “Prophecy” already written down. Inside each envelope you will 

need a copy of the Why God Talks worksheet (located in the appendix or as a download 

online). 

Once the children have followed the directions on the Why God Talks worksheet by  

either circling or putting an X through each word, have them sit in a circle. Have each 

child ask God for three words about themselves that will Build Them Up, Cheer Them Up, 

or Draw Them Near. Have them put an extra circle around those words. Go around the 

circle and ask each child what word(s) God gave them. 

Do not ask them “Did any of you hear a word from God?” Instead, ask them, “What word 

did you hear?” This is a very important question to know. If you ask them “Did any of you 

hear,” you give them room to question whether they heard or not. The other question 

shows that you are expecting God has spoken to them and that they heard him. 

Another good way to ask is, “What was the first word you thought of or that came to 

your mind?” A good rule to follow and tell the children is, “If you ask God to talk to you, 

when you hear something, you aren’t allowed to think you made it up.”

After you’ve had each child share what God said about them, have one child come to the 

middle of the circle. Have each child ask God for one word about the child in the middle 

that will build them up, cheer them up, or draw them near. Next, have each child share, 

with the child in the middle, the word God gave them. Have each child take a turn to 

come to the middle and hear the words God is giving to the other children for them.


