
93Lesson 11 :  Ways to read the bible

Summary: There are many different ways to read the Bible. We will go over five ways for 

the children to read and learn what God is saying in the Bible. Most of this lesson will be 

taught in small groups. This lesson has a lot of content, and if you think you might have a 

difficult time getting through all the material in your allotted time, it can be divided into 

two different lessons.

Topics
• Read Fast

• Read Slow

• Sing the Bible

• Tell the Story

• Pray It

What You Need:
• These song lyrics shown on a poster or screen

 What I learned in Bible class – is to read a lot really fast!

 Then read a little really slow – and make a song up as I go,

 Re-tell the stories part-by-part – and pray to get it in my heart.

• Envelope with a letter inside

• 2 Books, one with “Poems & Prayers” and one with “Stories” written on the front

• Bible with verses or phrases underlined or highlighted

• Calculator, remote control, or alarm clock

• Screwdriver (optional)

• 1 Bible for each small group leader

• Verses to display: Psalm 119:11 

I have hidden your word in my heart
that I might not sin against you.

Psalm 119:11

LESSON eleven

WAYS TO READ
THE BIBLE
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TEACHING

INTRODUCTION

Item Needed:

• Song lyrics shown on a poster or screen

Last week we talked mostly about what to look for as you read the Bible; today we are 

going to talk about different ways to read the Bible. Did you know there are a bunch of 

different ways you can read the Bible? Well, there are! We are going to talk about five of 

them today. We even made a little song to help you remember the different ways. Do you 

want to hear it!? Here it goes… 

Make up a simple tune to go with this song and sing it to the children. Sing through it four 

to five times until you know that the children have learned it.

What I learned in Bible class,
Is to read a lot really fast!
Then read a little really slow
And make a song up as I go.
Re-tell the stories part-by-part,
And pray to get it in my heart.

Great job, everyone! Now, I need you to remember that song for the rest of today. Do you 

think you can do that? Great! We will practice a few more times throughout the lesson so 

that you can sing it all by yourself by the end of the day.

MEMORY VERSE

Item Needed:

• Verses to display: Psalm 119:11 

The reason we talk about different ways to read the Bible is because of our memory verse 

for today. 

It is Psalm 119:11, and it says, “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin 
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against You.” 

One of the reasons people sin is because they don’t know how to hide God’s word in their 

heart. We’ve been talking so much about how to read the Bible, and everything we share 

with you today will be for this one thing: so you can hide God’s word in your heart. 

OBJECT LESSON: READ FAST

Items Needed:

• Envelope with a letter inside

• 2 Books, one with “Poems & Prayers” and one with “Stories” written on the front

• Bible with verses or phrases underlined or highlighted

This object lesson requires three teachers.

Teacher 1: Walk up to the stage with an envelope in your hand. Inside the envelope should 

be a letter that you will unfold.  

Have you all ever received a letter in the mail? (Allow the children to answer.) You have? 

I love getting mail! I love when a friend mails me a letter to tell me something about 

themselves and what they have been up to. I just got this letter in the mail from my friend! 

Would you like me to read you what it says?

Start “reading” the letter out loud but stop after two to three sentences. Fold the letter up 

and put it back in the envelope. 

Well, that’s it for today! I’ll read a couple more sentences tomorrow… and then the day 

after tomorrow, I’ll read a few more sentences… and then in three more days, I’ll read a bit 

more.

Teacher 2: Walk to the stage with the “Poems and Prayers” book and begin doing the same 

thing Teacher 1 did. Open the book and read a couple lines of a poem, then switch and read 

a couple lines of a prayer. For example, “Dear Father, I need to talk some things over with 

you…” then stop. Mention again that you will read some more of those in the following days 

and walk off the stage. 
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Teacher 3: Walk to the stage with the “Stories” book, Open the book and read something 

like, “In a far away land, there lived a wonderful king…” then stop. Again, mention you’ll 

read more later.  

Teacher 1: Come back up to the stage.

Did you see how all of us just read only a couple sentences of our letter, poems, prayers, 

and stories? It was hard to know what the people who wrote it were saying, right? All of 

those letters, poems, prayers, and stories are supposed to be read all the way through, 

aren’t they? Each of these are different types of writings we learned about last week, and 

all of those types of writings are in the Bible.

Many people read the Bible like those teachers did. They only read a little bit at once and 

then come back the next day and read a little more. Now I’m not saying to try and read the 

entire Bible at one time, but Psalms (poetry and prayers) and letters should be read all at 

once. It’s the same with stories. The story of David and Goliath is in the book of 1 Samuel. 

You probably won’t read all of 1 Samuel at one time, but the story of David and Goliath is 

in chapter 17. It’s not even two pages long! 

Remember the first part of our song, read a lot really fast? When you read a lot really fast, 

you’ll notice that some things will stick out to you that you can tell are important. When 

you read a whole letter, poem, prayer, or story of the Bible, you will be able to see what 

those who wrote them were really saying. 

In order to remember the things that stick out to me as I read a lot really fast, I like to 

make some underline marks in my Bible. This helps me keep track of the verses and words 

that stood out to me when I read a lot really fast. Look here… see? (Show them underlined 

or highlighted places in your personal Bible.) The reason I do this is so I can go back later 

and read those verses really slow. 

Now that you’ve learned why it’s important to read a lot really fast, we are going to see 

why it’s important to read a little really slow sometimes too. First, though, I need to make 

sure you remember our song. Let me hear you sing it again!

Sing the song with the children before going on to the object lesson.
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OBJECT LESSON: READ SLOW

Items Needed:

• Calculator, remote control, or alarm clock

• Screwdriver (optional)

Take up on stage the calculator/alarm clock/remote control and a screwdriver (if you need 

one to open up the panel of that object). In this writing, we will use a calculator. 

Now we are going to learn about reading the Bible slowly. Do you see this calculator?  

I really want to know ALL about this! Can I have someone come up and help me? 

Pick a child to come up on stage. Have him or her help you take out the batteries and then 

unscrew the casing. Little by little take it apart - you may not want to take it completely 

apart if you don’t want to risk breaking it. As you take it apart, explain what you are 

discovering.Oh, batteries make it work! That must be how everything gets power. Ah, 

these tiny screws hold it all together and look at this little board with all these wires! Those 

must send signals to the screen so it can show the numbers. I’m learning ALL about this 

calculator. 

When we want to learn ALL about something, we have to take it apart and look at it in 

detail. See all these tiny features we never would have known about unless we had taken 

this apart? This is how we discover everything about it! 

The Bible is the same. Reading the Bible a little at a time and very slowly, you can focus on 

all the words of a verse to see what God is saying to you. If you want to know ALL about a 

verse, you need to carefully look at everything in it. Let me show you how to do this with 

the Bible. 



98 Revival Kids :  Power, Prophecy, & the Word

TRANSITION TO SMALL GROUPS

Items Needed:

• 1 Bible for each small group leader

At this time, you will divide the children up into small groups, and they will stay in those 

groups for the rest of the class. Groups with 5-10 children is ideal, but each group must 

have an adult leader to help with these activities so the number of your adult helpers will 

determine the number of groups you end up with. Put each group in a section of the room 

they can stay in. Groups will not rotate. They will simply change the activity they are doing 

in the same place they are in.

It’s best if a teacher at the front of the room guides all of the activities. That way each 

group leader/teacher can help with individual activities, but the teacher at the front of the 

room can guide everyone.

ACTIVITY: CONTEMPLATION

Since we just taught on reading letters in their entirety, select a few verses (or portions of 

verses) from a letter of Paul. We have used verses from Colossians in the example below, 

but you can pick out different verses if you’d prefer.

Explain to the children that looking at everything in a verse means to read it really slowly 

and focus on each word. Each group leader will then read the verse with the children aloud 

several times until the emphasis has been put on each word one time. In the example 

below, you can see how a group leader would read it each time with one word emphasized 

more than the others.

You can also have each group “take apart” the verse. Have them ask questions about it.  

For example, what is hope? What does setting our minds mean? (thinking)
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STATION 1: COLOSSIANS 1:27
Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Christ in you, the hope of glory.

STATION 2: COLOSSIANS 3:2 NKJV
Set your minds on things above, not on things on the earth. 

Set your minds on things above, not on things on the earth.

Set your minds on things above, not on things on the earth.

Set your minds on things above, not on things on the earth.

Set your minds on things above, not on things on the earth.

Set your minds on things above, not on things on the earth.

Set your minds on things above, not on things on the earth.

Set your minds on things above, not on things on the earth.

Set your minds on things above, not on things on the earth.

Set your minds on things above, not on things on the earth.

Set your minds on things above, not on things on the earth.

Set your minds on things above, not on things on the earth.

ACTIVITY: SING THE BIBLE

Stay in the small groups that you have the children divided into. In this activity, each group 

leader will teach the children how to “sing the Bible.” You can use the same verses from 

the previous activity.

You will take the verse and put it to a simple tune. The kids can help with this part! The tune 

doesn’t have to be perfect. The point is for them to realize that it’s easy to make up their 

own songs to sing to God just by using verses from the Bible.

When you sing the tune with the children, it’s fun to change it up a little. For example, you 

could change “Christ in you, the hope of glory” to “Christ in me, the hope of glory.” You 

then could show the kids how you can change it again to sing to Christ. “Christ you’re in 
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me! You’re my hope of glory!” or “Christ you’re in us! You’re our hope of glory!”

Some verses can also be changed so the children are singing it from God’s perspective. 

Colossians 1:13 ESV is a good one for this. “God has rescued us from the power of darkness 

and has brought us into the kingdom of the Son whom He loves.” You can change the song 

to, “I have rescued you from the power of darkness and have brought you into the kingdom 

of my Son whom I love!” This way it’s as if they are hearing God sing to them through the 

verse. 

Once each group has come up with a song, have the groups share their song in front of 

the class. 

ACTIVITY: TELL THE STORY

A little bit ago, we learned to read letters, poetry, prayers, and stories all at once. Some of 

these books are so big it would take a really long time to read the whole thing, but most of 

these bigger books are separated into stories. Stories like David and Goliath, Daniel in the 

lion’s den, Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, or Peter’s vision - these are smaller stories 

inside really big books. A fourth way to read the Bible is to read stories.

Bring up a Bible to show the children the size of the book 1 Samuel. Show them how the 

story of David and Goliath is only in one chapter and is only a couple of pages. Show them 

the size of the book of Daniel, but the lion’s den is only in chapter 6. Show them the book 

of John, but the story of Lazarus is only in chapter 11. 

In each of your small groups, you are going to read a different story of the Bible with your 

teacher. Instead of reading the entire book like you would a letter, you are just going to 

read the entire story within the book. As you read stories in the Bible, you want to look for 

the key things that happened. These will help you remember the story so you can re-tell 
them part-by-part. 

Assign each group a different short story from the Bible. You may use the ones you showed 

them in your Bible. Each teacher will take time to read their story out loud to their group. 

As you read, help the children notice the key things in the story and have one child in the 

group write them down. After several minutes, have each group (or one child from each 

group) get up and tell the story (or key points) to the others. 
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ACTIVITY: PRAY IT!

There’s one last part from our song. Who remembers our song? Let’s sing it again!

What I learned in Bible class,
Is to read a lot really fast!
Then read a little really slow,
And make a song up as I go.
Re-tell the stories, part by part,
And pray to get it in my heart.

Sing the song with the children. Do it several times if you need to. 

Right! So we’ve already read it fast and read it slow. We’ve also learned how to turn verses 

into songs, and we just learned how to re-tell stories part-by-part! The last way we are 

going to learn how to read the Bible is to pray to get it in our hearts. 

Remember our verse from the beginning? “I have hidden Your word in my heart, that I 

might not sin against You.” This is from Psalm 119:11. 

Many people read with their mind, but they don’t get the Word of God into their hearts. 

We have learned all these ways to read the Bible, but as you do, you want to take the 

things God showed you and pray them back to Him. 

With your leader, you are going to pick one key point from the story you just read. You are 

going to pick one child in your group to pray that everyone would experience something 

from the Bible story. For example, Daniel trusted God to protect him. One of you could 

pray that everyone in your group would trust God like Daniel did and that you would have 

the courage that Daniel had. Pray that God will take what you learned from the story and 

make it a part of who you are.

Once each group has had time to pray together, wrap up the lesson by having the children 

sing the main song several more times together as a large group.



ACTIVATION

Encourage the children to teach the song or re-tell the story they learned to their parents 

this week. Also, have them pick one of the five ways they learned to read the Bible and to 

practice it this week at home.

If you have ordered How to Read the Bible bookmarks for every child in your program, this 

is a great week to pass them out. The bookmarks are great for the children to take home 

and keep in their personal Bibles. 


