
Riverside Young Vineyard Session Plan 
Date: 

Theme: How do I see others? 
 

Worship

 

 

Story

 

Act out the story of Zacchaeus from Luke 19:1-10 
 

Game Before the session you will need to collect the equipment from the 
upstairs kitchen. Each group will have 5 bowls of greek yoghurt which 
have had food colouring and flavours added. Some will look gross but will 
taste lovely, and others will look nice but will taste horrible! You will also 
need teaspoons (one per person). 
 
(CHECK IF THERE IS ANYONE ALLERGIC TO DAIRY- THEY CANNOT 
TAKE PART) 
 Give each child a spoon and ask them to try as many or as few as they 
want. Hopefully they will be reluctant to try the horrible looking ones but 
will try the nice looking ones and find out they are disgusting!  
Explain that we could have easily judged these bowls based on what they 
looked like. The poo coloured one was the best flavour- we would have 
been missing out if we didn’t try that one. 
It is just the same with people- often we can judge someone based on how 
they look or by a first impression but we may be missing out on a really 
great friendship if we never talk to them or try to get to know them and 
understand them.  

Teaching/ 
Discussion 

Read Luke 19:1-10 then discuss the following questions 
 

1. What did everyone think of Zacchaeus? (Read verse 7- they 
clearly didn’t like him) 

2. Why were they shocked that Jesus hung out with him? (No one 
would have hung out with him because of who he was) 

3. How did Zacchaeus change after meeting with Jesus? 
4. Jesus showed Zacchaeus love and didn’t ignore him or hate him 

even when that was what everyone else was doing and what 
everyone expected Jesus to do. He even knew Zacchaeus’ name 
and called him down from the tree in front of everyone. How would 
this have made Zacchaeus feel? 

5. What would have happened if Jesus had listened to the crowd and 



not gone to Zacchaeus’ house? (Zaccheaus would have carried on 
being mean to people) 

6. What can we learn from this story about how Jesus wants us to live 
today? (Make everyone feel valued- you don’t know how it is going 
to impact them/change their life if you show them love and 
compassion.) 

7. Who in your life/world is like Zacchaeus? (Meaning someone who 
everyone hates or even just someone who doesn’t really fit in) 
Think first about people you know- maybe at school or clubs. But 
then also think about people you may not know personally- the 
homeless, people with learning disabilities, those in prison… 

8. What could you do this week to be like Jesus to those people? (If it 
is someone at school you could hang out with them at lunchtime, 
or you could ask your parents if you could buy a sandwich for 
someone sleeping on the streets.) 

Craft/ 
Activity 

Zacchaeus in the tree finger painting 

 
 
You will need: 

● Paper 
● Pencils and colouring pencils 
● Green paint (find in the skittles room cupboards) 
● Zacchaeus cut-out (print out from below) 
● Hand washing facilities 

 
1. Draw a tree on the paper and colour it in 
2. Dip your finger in the green paint and stick it on the tree to create 

leaves 
3. Cut out Zacchaeus, colour him in and stick him into the tree 

 



Chat & 
Catch/ 
Response 

Remind the group of their answers to questions 7 and 8 in the 
discussion section. Think of a few more examples if needed. 
 
Ask the children to close their eyes and pray that God would show 
them someone who He wants to show love to this week. Then pray 
that God would show them what they could do to help Him show 
love to that person. Then pray that God would use them this week to 
show that person that God loves them and He sees them. 
 
Close with a prayer and then ask for feedback- what did God say to 
them while they were praying? 

 
 
 



 


