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Daniel (3 of 4) 
“We must obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) 

Choose God’s rule! 

 

Introduction: This month we are doing a topic, all about a man in the Bible whose name was 

Daniel, and his three friends.  Well, if there ever were people you would like to be like, 

these are your guys!  Daniel and his friends were full of courageous and bravery.  They 

were wise and strong and obedient, and they did things God way!  They were men who 

prayed and fasted and because God could trust them he gave them many gifts.  One of the 

gifts he gave Daniel was the ability to hear people’s dreams and know what they meant.  

Has anyone heard of a big word called ‘interpretation?’ Can you say that big word with me?   

It simply means that when someone tells you a picture or a dream that God has given them, 

if you had the gift of interpretation you would know what it means and be able to tell 

them.  Because He could trust him, God gave Daniel the gift of being able to interpret 

people’s dreams and we’ll hear more about that later! 

Messy Game:  Explain to the kids that in today’s story, the Bible tells us that the king has 

to eat the same food as the animals, like grass and bugs, and those kinds of things! So in 

today’s messy game we have some bugs and worms to find! 

Cover some sweetie bugs and worms (Tesco sell them) with chocolate sauce and sprinkle 

some grass and leaves on top.  Choose three kids and give them each a fork.  Get them to 

race to see who can use the fork to pick up as many bugs as possible in one minute and set 

them on a plate.   

Snack and DVD clip:  Give the children their snack.  Then show them a DVD clip from 

the film ‘Annie’ (scene one), where Molly has had a bad dream.  Talk to the children about 

times when they have had bad dreams.  What do they feel like when they wake up?  Who 

do they talk to about their dreams?  Tell them that in today’s story, there is a King who 

had a bad dream. 

 

Teaching: Daniel 4 (based on the Message version) 

 

A dream of a chopped down tree! 

 

Have you ever had a dream that you have remembered throughout the next day, or even 

throughout the next week?  Sometimes when God gives us a dream it’s a bit like that… we 

can’t seem to stop thinking about it because something inside of us just knows it’s 
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important.  In today’s story, King Nebuchadnezzar has a dream that he just can’t stop 

thinking about.  He knows it must be a dream from God, but he doesn’t know what it means.  

He needs someone to interpret it for him.  Let’s listen to what the king says… 

King Nebuchadnezzar was at home taking it easy in his palace, without a care in the world. 

But as he was lying in bed he had a dream that scared him—a nightmare!  He sent for all 

the wise men of Babylon so that they could tell him what the dream meant. When they all 

got there, he told them the dream, but no-one could tell him what it meant.  But then 

Daniel came in and he told him the dream, and this is what he said... 

“’I saw a big tree at the centre of the world, that was huge and strong. Its top reached 

the sky.  Its leaves were beautiful, and it had lots of fruit —enough food for everyone! 

Wild animals found shelter under it, birds nested in its branches, everything living was fed 

and sheltered by it.  

Then I saw an angel come down from heaven, and call out:  

“Chop down the tree!  Chase the animals from beneath it and shoo the birds from its 

branches. But leave the stump and roots in the ground in the grassy meadow.  Let him be 

soaked in rain and eat and live like the animals, for seven seasons. This will happen so that 

everyone will know that the High God is in charge.”   

When he had finished telling the dream, King Nebuchadnezzar said to Daniel, “It's your 

turn, Daniel—interpret it for me. No-one else has a clue what it means, but I'm sure you 

do. You're full of the Holy Spirit."  

At first Daniel was upset. He knew what the dream meant and the king wasn’t going to like 

it!  "My master," said Daniel, "I wish this dream wasn’t about you. The tree you saw is 

actually meant to be you!  You will live outside and eat like an animal for seven seasons, 

until you learn that the High God rules over all.  You need to learn that God runs things, 

not you!  If you don’t want this to happen you need to change right now! 

 

But the king did not change.  He chose to stay the same!  One day, just as he was boasting 

to everyone about how great he was,  a voice from heaven spoke saying, "This is what will 

happen, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your kingdom will now be taken from you. You will be driven 

away from people and live with the wild animals, until you learn that God rules."   

It happened at once. Nebuchadnezzar lost his kingdom and was driven away from people, 

to live and act like an animal for seven seasons.  At the end of the time, Nebuchadnezzar, 
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finally looked up to God.  He finally understood that God was in charge, and he praised him.  

God made him king again, but this time he kept singing and praising God, His king! 

What’s this got to do with me? 

Just like Daniel, you can be filled with the Holy Spirit too! Daniel lived in a place where 

no-one listened to God or did things His way.  Everyone in Babylon worshipped false gods, 

but Daniel didn’t care if he was different.  In today’s story the king knew Daniel was 

different.  He knew Daniel was full of the Holy Spirit.  He did things God’s way, and God 

used him powerfully.  Do you allow and want God to use you?  Are you full of the Holy 

Spirit?  If you want to be, we would love to pray for the Holy Spirit to fill you right up, so 

he can use you in His plans, just like he used Daniel! 

God can speak to you in your dreams and give you pictures. God wants to speak to all 

of you.  You are his precious child and he loves to speak to you.  Has God ever spoken to 

you in a dream?  If you are someone who remembers your dreams and thinks about them 

the next day, you could tell someone about them or write them down if you are able to.  

Sometimes dreams are from God and sometimes they aren’t.   If you would like God to 

speak to you through dreams, we will pray for you later. 

God can show you what dreams and pictures mean.  If you have a dream or even a 

picture, and you think it might be from God, you can pray and ask God what it means.  You 

can also ask other people to pray too!  When we don’t know what God is saying through a 

dream or a picture, we can pray for a gift of interpretation, just like Daniel had. (Leaders 

can share any prophetic dreams they have had in the past). 

Worship and prayer ministry.  Take some time to listen to God and share prophetic 

words and pictures.  If any of the kid’s pictures need an interpretation, pray for that too.  

Have ministry time in response to the pictures the children are sharing.   

 

Also pray for any children who suffer with nightmares.  Pray God’s complete authority over 

their sleep and their dreams, and that only God has permission to speak to them as they 

are sleeping. 
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