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Daniel (2 of 4) 
“We must obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) 

 

Choose Obedience and Courage! 

 

Introduction: This month we are doing a topic, all about a man in the Bible whose name was 

Daniel.  Has anyone heard of Daniel? There is a book in the Old Testament called ‘Daniel,’ 

and it tells some stories about a young man called Daniel and his friends.  Daniel and his 

friends faced many challenges.  They were often in lots of danger, but Daniel and his 

friends always stayed loyal to God no matter what!  Last week we heard about how they 

needed to make a decision about whether to eat the King’s food, or to do the right thing 

and ask for food that would please God.  This was a fairly small decision about food, but it 

still mattered to God because they were making a decision to do things His way.  This week 

Daniel’s friends have to decide again about whether to do things God’s way… the only thing 

is that this time if they do things God’s way, they might be killed for it! More about that 

decision later… 

Messy Game:  Tin foil statues 

Divide the children into teams and give each team some rolls of tin foil, and some sellotape 

if they need it.  Tell the children that in today’s story, the king, who was called 

Nebuchadnezzar ordered a statue to be built for him.  His statue was very grand and so 

tall… in fact some people think it was the same size as the statue of liberty (Show a photo 

on power point).  Tell the children they have five minutes to make someone in their team 

into a statue, using tin foil. 

Snack and DVD clip:  Give the children their snack.  Then show them a DVD clip from 

the film ‘Prince of Egypt’ ( either scene 1, where the king is having a great city built by the 

slaves, or scene 3 is also good where the nose falls off the statue the king is having built).  

Talk to the children about how the king in today’s story who liked to have things built too!  

He thought he was more powerful and better than God.  So he build a statue and ordered 

the people to worship it... but Daniel’s friends knew the King was wrong, and there was only 

one true God. 

 

Teaching: Daniel 3 (based on the Message version) 

 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the fire! 
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King Nebuchadnezzar built a gold statue, ninety feet tall and nine feet thick (You could 

show the children what 90 feet of string looks like).  He set it up in Babylon and ordered 

all the important leaders to gather together for a ceremony to dedicate the statue.  All 

the important people came and they stood before the statue. 

Then one of the kings men spoke to everyone in a loud voice and this is what he said:  

“Attention, everyone!  You must all listen!  When you hear the band strike up the music, 

you must fall to your knees and worship the gold statue that the King has set up.  Anyone 

who does not kneel and worship shall be thrown into a roaring fire.  Then the band began 

to play.  It was a huge band filled with all the musical instruments in the land, and 

everyone fell to their knees and worshipped the gold statue. 

 

(Stop the story at this point and play a variation on the game musical statues.  Ask 

one child to pretend to be a statue, and get the other children to walk around the 

hall.  Every time the music plays, the children must race to bow down in front of the 

statue.  This is more of a drama than a game, but is great for helping the children 

visualise what is happening in the story). 

 

Just then, some fortunetellers stepped up and spoke to the king.  They did not love God 

and they did not like Daniel and his people and wanted rid of them. They said, “Long live 

the king!  You told us that when the band started playing we had to bow and worship your 

statue or else we would be thrown into the fiery furnace.  Well, there are some Jews here 

called Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. They are important leaders and they are ignoring 

you.  They won’t worship your golden statue. 

 

The King was furious and he sent for the three men and asked them if it was true?  He 

said he would give them one last chance to kneel down worship the statue when the music 

started to play, or they would be thrown into the fire.  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

answered the King immediately.  They told him, “Your threat means nothing to us.  If you 

throw us in the fire, the God we worship can rescue us from the fire and anything else you 

might cook up, Oh King!  But even if he didn’t, it wouldn’t make one bit of difference, we 

still wouldn’t serve your gods or worship your gold statue. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar’s face was purple with anger. He ordered the furnace to be fired up to 

seven times hotter than usual.  He ordered his soldiers to tie up the three men and throw 

them into the fire.  The fire raged around Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  Suddenly 

the king jumped up in alarm!  “Didn’t we throw three men into the fire?” he said.  “That’s 

right, Oh King,” they said.  "But look!" he said. "Now I see four men, walking around freely 

in the fire, completely unharmed! And the fourth man looks like a son of the gods!"  
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Nebuchadnezzar went to the door of the roaring furnace and called in, "Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the High God, come out here!" Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego walked out of the fire.  All the important people gathered around to 

examine them and discovered that the fire hadn't so much as touched the three men—not 

a hair singed, not a scorch mark on their clothes.  They didn’t even smell of smoke!   

Nebuchadnezzar said, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! He sent 

his angel and rescued his servants who trusted in him! They ignored the king's orders and 

would rather die than worship any other god.  Therefore I issue this decree: Anyone 

anywhere, who says anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego will be 

ripped to pieces, and their houses torn down. There has never been a god who can pull off 

a rescue like this." 

What’s this got to do with me? 

 

Is God the most important person in your life?  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 

showed everybody that God was the most important person in their lives.  First it was in a 

simple way, by choosing to eat the right food, but this time it was in a big way.  This week 

they wouldn’t bow and worship a statue, even though it meant they might be killed!  Their 

actions showed that they loved and trusted God, and our actions need to show we love and 

trust God too.  Do you act like God is the most important person in your life?  How can we 

show he is the most important thing in our life?  (Discuss if time) 

 

We can be obedient to God too!  Why was it wrong to bow down to a piece of metal?  It 

was wrong because God said not to!  Plain and simple!  Way back when God gave Moses the 

ten commandments, God tells us in one of them that we should not make statues or bow 

down to them.  Only our God deserves worship like that!  The men in the story had faith 

God would save them and were willing to die rather than worship another god.  We can be 

just like the men in the story by choosing to be obedient to God. 

 

You can be a brave and courageous too!  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were men of 

courage.  They were brave and strong in their faith.  They chose to ‘obey God rather than 

men’ (Acts 5:29) and that takes courage.  Do you have what it takes?   There are lots of 

people that we can want to be like, but if you want to grow up to be men and women who 

are wise and full of courage, these are the guys you want to try to be like!  You can ask 

God to help you, by praying that he would make you strong and brave and wise and full of 

faith like the men in today’s story! 
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Worship and prayer ministry.   

 

Take some time to worship together.  Talk to the children about how the men in the story 

wouldn’t bow before a statue, but they would bow before God.  Ask the children if they 

have ever bowed before God?  Invite them to do that now. 

 

Ask the children, but in particular the boys, if they want to grow up to be strong and wise 

and brave like the men in the story?  Tell them that you would like to pray for any of them 

that really want that.  As you are praying, start really calling out some of those 

characteristics in their lives. 
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