
HONOUR - HELPING 
OTHERS BELONG

Session 11:

AIMS
To consider how others feel when they are in a new environment

To think about what actions we can take to make them feel part of 
our church family

To ask God to reveal people to us who feel on the edge

TERM 3: Session 11 - Honour - Helping Others Belong 1/6

TERM 3



TERM 3: Session 11 - Honour - Helping Others Belong 2/6

HONOUR - HELPING OTHERS BELONG

OFFER HOSPITALITY TO 
ONE ANOTHER WITHOUT 
GRUMBLING. EACH ONE 
SHOULD USE WHATEVER 
GIFT HE HAS RECEIVED 
TO SERVE OTHERS 
1 PETER 4:9-10A

MEMORY 
VERSE

HEALING
(5 mins)

(This is based on teaching from Session 9, Term 2 
of the curriculum. If you haven’t done this session 
then see the teaching notes for this term.) 

Is there something you would like healed? Or 
is there someone you know who is sick? If the 
answer is ‘Yes’, just put your hand up. Will the 
people around them please pray. Remember to 
remind them to: ask, tell it to go, wait, see what 
God did and pray again. Allow the young people 
time to do this. Then ask what God did.

CATCH UP 
(10 mins)

Refer to the teaching notes for this term for 
guidance on how to run this section.

GOD SPOT 
(5 mins)

Have the young people talk about what they have 
seen God doing in their lives or the lives of others 
in the last week. They can also speak about things 
they are grateful for that have happened in their 
lives that week. (This is based on teaching from 
Session 6, Term 1 of Connected. If you haven’t 
done this session then please read the teaching 
notes.) 

Did anyone have an experience where they needed 
to think the best of someone this week? Were you 
able to see beyond their mistake? 
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INTRODUCTION  
(5 mins)

Resources:
•  http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/alisonkrauss/
   ontheoutsidelookingin.html
   - run off a copy of these lyrics for each young 
   person in your group.

This is a link to a song by Alison Krauss & Union 
Station - On The Outside Looking In. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2Wu6q5txyY.

Ask your young people to look at the lyrics while 
listening to the song.

Have you ever gone somewhere and felt that you 
were on the outside looking in? Can you describe 
how you felt?

BIBLE STORY
(5 mins)

Read Acts 16:11-15

Look at verse 11-12 again. Paul and his friends have 
had a long journey to Philippi. How do you think it 
would feel to be visiting or living in a new town or 
city?
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GAME 1
(5 mins)

Ask for a volunteer and have them stand aside. 
Ask the rest of your youth to stand shoulder to 
shoulder in a circle. Have the person on the 
outside try and break into the circle using just 
their shoulders (no hands or feet). Allow as many 
people to try as you can in the five minutes.
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TALK
(10 mins)

Lydia has a reputation for hospitality in the Bible, 
for making others feel welcome. In verse 14 and 
15 she not only opens her heart to Jesus but 
also her home. Jesus says in Matthew 25:40, 
‘Whatever you do for others, you do for Me.’ 
By welcoming Paul into her home she actually 
welcomes Jesus. 

Think about the last time you met someone new at 
school. Did you see them as Jesus? 

When we are at church or at school it can be 
very easy to be part of a clique. It may not be our 
intention for others not to feel part of our group, 
but sometimes that is what our bodies and our 
words make them feel like. For example, have 
you ever tried to break into a conversation where 
everyone has their back to you?

How does it feel when people talk about friends 
and places you don’t know or you have never 
been to?

To honour others we need to think about our 
actions and find ways to make them feel welcome. 
The idea of church is for us to be a family which 
welcomes others and helps them to feel included. 
It doesn’t mean not talking to your friends, but it 
does mean thinking about how to include others in 
our conversations. If we have ‘in’ jokes or phrases, 
using those can make others feel left out, so 
either avoid them when someone new is around 
or explain the joke to them. We can also ask them 
questions about their lives and the things they like 
so we can get to know them. We don’t want them 
to feel they are being interrogated, but we do want 
them to know we’d like to get to know them better. 
This gives them a voice and helps them feel part 
of the conversation. It’s about communicating with 
our actions and our words that this space is here 
for everyone, and the new person is very much 
allowed to be in that space. 
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We can think that to welcome someone new into 
church means serving them. The problem with 
this is it can also make them feel left out. A quick 
way to help them feel part of a team is to ask them 
to help you do something; it could be as simple 
as asking them to help put away chairs or to help 
clear up with you. This way they feel useful and 
like they have a purpose and a place. 

In the Bible story, Lydia invites Paul and his 
friends to her home. Could you do this for 
someone new to church? Sharing food together 
is a great way to get to know someone. Inviting 
them into your home makes them feel like they are 
developing a friendship and that can be a great 
relief to someone who has no friends in a new 
area. 

The next time you see someone on the outside 
looking in, either at church or at school, think to 
yourself, ‘Whatever I do for this person, I do for 
Jesus.’

RESPONSE 
(5 mins)

Response: This is a music clip with pictures 
added: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOrNirDI2Fk

Ask your young people to watch the clip and then, 
when it finishes, to sit still. If they feel they have 
excluded others in the past, ask them to chat to 
God and tell Him they are sorry. Then encourage 
them to ask God for ideas on how to include 
others in church.

Close the time with a prayer: God, open our eyes 
to people who are on the edge. Show us people at 
school and at church who need to know we love 
and care about them. 
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REFLECT  
AND SHARE
(5 mins)

What ideas did God give you?

ACTION
(10 mins)

Discuss the following:

• What could you do to help year 7s who are new 
  at your school each September?

• Get into groups and decide how you will welcome 
  new people into this group when they join church. 

• What jobs could we share with people who are 
  new to church?
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GAME 2:
(5 mins)

Create a circle of chairs for everyone in your 
group except one person. This person should 
stand in the middle of the circle. The rest of the 
youth must move to their left when you say ‘go’ 
and the person standing in the middle must 
try and secure themselves a seat as everyone 
moves. Make it easier by shouting out how many 
places to move. Each time, the person in the 
group without a seat moves to the middle of the 
circle and the game begins again.



TERM 3: Session 11 - Honour - Helping Others Belong 6/6

RESOURCES

Introduction 

http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/
alisonkrauss/ontheoutsidelookingin.html 
- run off a copy of these lyrics for each 
young person in your group

This is a link to a song by Alison Krauss & 
Union Station - On The Outside Looking In.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=c2Wu6q5txyY

Response

This is a link to a song by Alison Krauss & 
Union Station - On The Outside Looking In.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=c2Wu6q5txyY

Game 2

Circle of chairs
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